
PRESS RELEASE                 
June 8, 2026 
 
FORTUNATE FAMILIES INC  ANNOUNCES ADDITIONAL MINISTRY FORMATION 

SESSIONS FOR AFFIRMING TRANSGENDER ACCOMPANIMENT AND EDUCATION.  

 

Fortunate Families Inc, of Lexington, KY,  is launching additional ministry formation sessions using a series of 15 

videos on the lives of transgender and non-binary persons.  The facilitated program is designed for the formation of 

individual pastoral ministers to enable the participants to affirmingly accompany transgender persons as they 

embrace their lived reality in the context of their Christian faith. Sessions will be facilitated by Fortunate Families, 

Inc.   Integral to the program is discussion among cohort participants and discernment of recent events and 

resource materials.  

 

The program can also be designed for groups (dioceses, schools, parishes,  medical, parish LGBTQ+ ministries, 

etc.)  to help understand  the many issues that affect the personal and spiritual well being of transgender and non-

binary persons and of their families. Interested groups should contact Fortunate Families directly.   

 

Recorded between 2021 and 2025,  the videos were created by Sister Luisa Derouen, OP and Fortunate Families.  

Having served the Catholic Church for over 50 years, for over 2 decades Sister Luisa has been an advocate on 

behalf of transgender and non-binary persons Upon her retirement Sister Luisa has documented her life’s work and 

to share her years of knowledge, experience and professional relationships, so that these sessions can be used to 

help educate and train those who wish to be a supportive presence of God in their lives.    

 

Topics Include:  Words Matter: Language and Terms 

   Transgender History in the U.S. 

   Spiritual Companioning, Counseling, and Spiritual Direction 

   Our Sacred Bodies: Medical Realities for Trans People 

   Conscience, Development of Doctrine, and Catholic Teaching Related to LGBTQ+ People 

   Transgender Children 

   Psychological Considerations    

   What is Non-binary? 

Theological, Moral, and Pastoral Issues In Spiritual Accompaniment of Trans People 

Faith and Spirituality 

 Workplace Inclusion for Transgender and Non-Binary People 

   Family Dynamics 

   Legal Challenges of Transgender Individuals 

   Cis-Gendered Partners/Spouses 

   Parenting a Transgender Child 

 

To help defray program costs, there is a $200 per person fee for the ministry program, as you are able. We also 

ask you to consider making a recurring donation to Fortunate Families, via our website or by sending a check. 

Donations for any Groups who wish to register,will be based upon a sliding scale. The deadline to register for these 

sessions is July 6th.  Sessions will begin in August.  To register and for additional information visit the 

Fortunate Families Inc. website at www.fortunatefamilies.com;  or contact:  

 
Stan “JR” Zerkowski, Executive Director  
Fortunate Families 
PO Box 22317 

Lexington, KY 40522-2317 
859-327-1047 
Info@fortunatefamilies.com 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/FortunateFamilies/ 
WEBSITE: www.fortunatefamilies.com  

INSTAGRAM: fortunatefamilies    

https://secure.bluepay.com/interfaces/shpf?SHPF_FORM_ID=mobilecap02RD&SHPF_ACCOUNT_ID=100508901816&SHPF_TPS_DEF=SHPF%5FFORM%5FID%20SHPF%5FACCOUNT%5FID%20DBA%20TAMPER%5FPROOF%5FSEAL%20AMEX%5FIMAGE%20DISCOVER%5FIMAGE%20TPS%5FDEF%20TPS%5FHASH%5FTYPE%20SHPF%5FTPS%5FDEF%20CUSTOM%5FHTML%20SHPF%5FTPS%5FHASH%5FTYPE%20CAPTCHA%5FREQUIRED&SHPF_TPS_HASH_TYPE=HMAC%5FSHA512&SHPF_TPS=a79030b6f3bf4e7afc245fd6c35101e8e89b6cc9f3c0bf0477fcf3c3103e5bc7b4f238d8cfd6d8cd1b62eb692a0ed11e39fdaffbdfa2accbe9c70e8676c3fa5e&MODE=LIVE&TRANSACTION_TYPE=SALE&DBA=Fortunate%20Families&AMOUNT=&TAMPER_PROOF_SEAL=74acdcb3f095a5260cd411236b27d929b667174e8d0df791886a6282a3822e322e37121f9fa1bda6fcd7879c1aec5170a1d0fe5378a1e563a7d873fcb70fa6ca&CUSTOM_ID=&CUSTOM_ID2=&REBILLING=0&REB_CYCLES=&REB_AMOUNT=&REB_EXPR=&REB_FIRST_DATE=&AMEX_IMAGE=amex%2Egif&DISCOVER_IMAGE=discvr%2Egif&REDIRECT_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure%2Ebluepay%2Ecom%2Finterfaces%2Fshpf%3FSHPF%5FFORM%5FID%3Dmobileresult01%26SHPF%5FACCOUNT%5FID%3D100508901816%26SHPF%5FTPS%5FDEF%3DSHPF%255FACCOUNT%255FID%2520SHPF%255FFORM%255FID%2520RETURN%255FURL%2520DBA%2520AMEX%255FIMAGE%2520DISCOVER%255FIMAGE%2520SHPF%255FTPS%255FDEF%2520SHPF%255FTPS%255FHASH%255FTYPE%26SHPF%5FTPS%5FHASH%5FTYPE%3DHMAC%255FSHA512%26SHPF%5FTPS%3Dae958fc5b0ccd85bbd93f56b96dfdd45f5b9fa9d89eabc14edf85182af946a99b6c6503f18c31581592093aed08bc368b2b21bd3f2c2cc87bd23daf8aa4b419e%26RETURN%5FURL%3D%26DBA%3DFortunate%2520Families%26AMEX%5FIMAGE%3Damex%252Egif%26DISCOVER%5FIMAGE%3Ddiscvr%252Egif&TPS_DEF=MERCHANT%20APPROVED%5FURL%20DECLINED%5FURL%20MISSING%5FURL%20MODE%20TRANSACTION%5FTYPE%20TPS%5FDEF%20TPS%5FHASH%5FTYPE%20CAPTCHA%5FREQUIRED&TPS_HASH_TYPE=HMAC%5FSHA512&CUSTOM_HTML=&CARD_TYPES=vi%2Dmc%2Ddi%2Dam&CAPTCHA_REQUIRED=1
http://www.fortunatefamilies/
mailto:Info@fortunatefamilies.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFortunateFamilies%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cchristine.zuba%40dielectric.com%7Cbb830ffa9bae45bbb8f408d8273dba97%7C897dbc0dc02d43479a713e589c67f8aa%7C0%7C0%7C637302493359087409&sdata=6%2BTq3H2gBY5jtZN5GlaDTbujGepiqfYl6j6%2FJRkWgSU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fortunatefamilies.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cchristine.zuba%40dielectric.com%7Cbb830ffa9bae45bbb8f408d8273dba97%7C897dbc0dc02d43479a713e589c67f8aa%7C0%7C0%7C637302493359087409&sdata=BKR8%2BrkrUWNDUdBBy4Gy2IMHcvySzMW7WhUpdW2QfXU%3D&reserved=0

