FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
January 23, 2025

Lexington, Kentucky - Monday’s presidential Executive Order Defending Women from Gender Ideology Extremism
and Restoring Biological Truth to the Federal Government states that “[b]asing Federal policy on truth is critical to
scientific inquiry, public safety, morale, and trust in government itself.”

We agree. Unfortunately, this executive order ignores essential truths about the human person and risks a reductionist
understanding of God’s handiwork (Ephesians 2:10).

The executive order does not sufficiently take into account the existence of millions of people in the United States
whose reproductive organs, sex chromosomes, and/or physical appearance do not all align in the direction of one sex.
Dignitas Infinita declares Church teaching that all persons “must be recognized and treated with respect and love due to
their inalienable dignity” (#2). The President’s order violates Church teaching by failing to recognize the existence of
intersex persons.

This executive order would seemingly require women with androgen insensitivity syndrome (who have XY
chromosomes, but generally appear female and have been raised as female) to have male passports, use men’s
restrooms, and play on men’s sports teams, and would likewise require men with de la Chapelle syndrome (who have XX
chromosomes, but generally appear male and have been raised as male) to have female passports, use women’s
restrooms, and play on women’s sports teams.

Furthermore, it will lead to further instances of policing and harassment of cisgender women and girls who are judged
insufficiently “feminine.”

The executive order also, without evidence, conflates the experience of being transgender with adherence to “gender
ideology.” In addition, it dismisses the concept of gender identity as “subjective” and therefore not “meaningful,”
despite the international medical community’s recognition of the fact that some people have an inner experience of
gender that does not match their other markers of sex but that, like other “subjective” experiences (such as pain or
love), is both consistent over the long-term and observable through words and behavior.

Our experience of both ministering among and being blessed by the leadership of transgender people has strengthened
our conviction that transgender people are who they say they are, and that they, too, bear the immense dignity of being
made in the image of God.

An executive order which ignores the complexity of human existence in favor of ideological shortcuts fails to live in the
truth and therefore fails to promote the dignity of the human person. In addition, the order’s positioning of trans people
and allies as “attackers” subtly encourages “enforcement” of the order’s ideology through violence.

Fortunate Families calls for the Trump administration to reverse this short-sighted executive order and instead model a
common-sense approach to human sexuality that acknowledges and respects the actual diversity of human experience
and the right to life, safety, and dignity of every human being.

HiHH
Fortunate Families, a Catholic Family, Friends & Allies Ministry, supports LGBTQ+ siblings by facilitating respectful
conversation with bishops, pastors, and Church leadership, through sharing personal stories and by working to establish
intentional Catholic LGBTQ+ Ministry Sites in dioceses, parishes, educational institutions, and communities. Through
accompaniment and bridge-building we seek to celebrate and safeguard the dignity of LGBTQ+ Children of God.
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